


BCCD donated a maple tree to each elementary school in Boone 

County.    We hope that each tree will help to educate kids to the ben-

efits and habitat that trees can provide to everyone.  Thank you to 

everyone who purchased a fruit tree!  Your purchase helped 

to fund our donation to the schools. 

BCCD Delivers Trees to Schools 

Spring 2018 
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BCCD Jack Hensley and 

Smokey Bear  presented pro-

grams to 145 kids at the 

Lead Hill School on January 

30, 2018.   

Hensley discussed how trees 

benefit everyone.  Smokey 

Bear was a special guest of 

the Buffalo National River 

Park.  Smokey discussed 

how to prevent wildfires and 

tree safety.  

Literature and goodies from 

BCCD and the Buffalo Na-

tional River Park were given 

to each child. 
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Time to Schedule your annual well checkup! 
Life as we know it would be impossible without groundwater. It is the world's most extracted nat-

ural resource, and it supports our ecosystems. Don't take groundwater for granted. Pay it forward 

during National Groundwater Awareness Week, March 11-17, 2018, by letting others know the 

importance of groundwater and asking them to pass it along. Wells can provide high-quality 

drinking water, and about half the U.S. population receives its drinking water from wells. But 

with well ownership comes the responsibility of keeping the water well in good working order. 

 Keep hazardous chemicals, such as paint, fertilizer, pesticides, and motor oil far away from 

your well, and maintain a "clean" zone of at least 50 feet between your well and any kennels 

and livestock operations. 

 Maintain proper separation between your well and buildings, waste systems, and chemical 

storage areas. 

 Periodically check the well cover or well cap on top of the casing (well) to ensure it is in good 

repair and securely attached. Its seal should keep out insects and rodents. 

Keep your well records in a safe place. These include the construction report, and annual water 

well system maintenance and water testing results. 

Beaver Reservoir Watershed Project 

The Boone County Beaver Reservoir Watershed Project 

is a voluntary effort for landowners that provides finan-

cial assistance to install practices that conserve and im-

prove soil and water resources while providing econom-

ic advantages.  BCCD recognizes that focusing on in-

stalling voluntary Best Management Practices (BMPs) 

is the best method of controlling nutrient, sediment, 

and bacteria runoff from entering our waterways.   

Operators must be district cooperators, and agree to im-

plement specific eligible conservation practices as part 

of a conservation plan which will protect water quality.   

We are nearing the end of our 3rd and final year 

of this project.  If you are in the project area and 

qualify, we may still be able to assist you  if the 

project can be completed this spring. 



Evaluation of fall vs. spring planting date for spring DM yield of winter annual forages 

By:  John Jennings, Kenny Simon, Dirk Philipp, Paul Beck, Ozark Agri-agents and Quachita Agri-agents 

Every year, producers start 

asking in January and Febru-

ary what to plant for spring 

grazing or hay. The typical an-

swer would be some species of 

winter annual forage. Howev-

er, yield differences and 

growth patterns for fall vs. 

winter planting of various win-

ter annual forages are not well 

documented. Therefore, animal 

science faculty along with 

county extension agents in the 

Ozark and Ouachita districts 

conducted experiments at 

WREC (Fayetteville) and 

SWREC (Hope) to compare fall 

and spring planting dates for 

spring dry matter production 

of seven winter annual forages 

species. Species planted were 

cereal rye (Elbon), winter 

wheat (AGS 2027), winter oat 

(Coker 227), spring oat (Jerry), 

annual ryegrass (Winterhawk), 

forage rape (Winfred), and 

crimson clover (Dixie). 

Small grains (rye, wheat, and 

oat) were planted at 120 lbs/

acre. Crimson clover, annual 

ryegrass, and forage brassica 

were planted at 20, 25 and 5 

lbs/acre, respectively. Planting 

dates were October and March. 

Fertilizer was applied to each 

plot immediately after plant-

ing, and again in the spring 

based on soil test recommenda-

tions for winter annual forage 

production.  

WREC Results:  

Each of the 7 winter annuals 

were planted in a replicated 

test at the WREC on October 

11th and March 10th. The test 

was drilled into a tilled and well

-firmed seedbed.  

Plots planted in October were 

harvested on April 19th. DM 

yield ranged from 8,600 to 0 lbs/

acre. depending on winter annu-

al forage species (Figure 1). With 

the exception of Jerry oat, DM 

yield for all the treatments was 

over 3,400 lbs/acre. Elbon rye 

produced the highest DM yield. 

Jerry oat had 100% winter kill.  

 Plots planted in March reached 

harvest stage later and were 

harvested on May 25th. DM yield 

ranged from 5,000 to 550 lbs/

acre depending on winter annual 

forage species (Figure 1). Jerry 

oat produced the highest DM 

yield. Rye and wheat did not be-

come vernalized and produced 

limited DM yield.  Most winter 

small grains require a short-day, 

cold temperature stimulus called 

vernalization to produce a seed-

stalk and seedhead. Apparently 

both oat varieties and annual 

ryegrass did not require the 

same level of vernalization since 

each one reached the early head-

ing stage by the May 25 harvest 

date.  

To sustain grazing animals, at 

least 1,200 pounds of available 

forage dry matter per acre is rec-

ommended before turn-in. 

Wheat and rye DM slightly ex-

ceeded that level, but oat and 

ryegrass all produced about 

twice as much forage as wheat 

or rye. Therefore, both winter 

and spring oat and annual 

ryegrass planted in March  

effectively produced enough for-

age DM for significant spring 

grazing or a potential hay crop, 

whereas wheat or rye DM yield 

would provide limited grazing 

and would be marginal in yield 

for hay harvest. Crimson clover 

and rape produced very little 

DM by the May 25 harvest 

date. 

SWREC Results:  

Each of the 7 winter annuals 

were planted in a replicated 

test at SWREC on October 7th 

and March 3th. The test was no

-till planted into a fallowed site. 

Prior to planting weeds were 

sprayed and mowed to provide 

a uniform stubble height. 

Plots planted in October were 

harvested on March 15th and 

April 20th. Combined DM yield 

for both harvests ranged from 

2,900 to 1,850 lbs/acre depend-

ing on winter annual forage 

species (Figure 2). Wheat pro-

duced the highest DM yield. 

Plots planted in March reached 

harvest stage later and were 

harvested on May 25th. DM 

yield for all the treatments was 

lower than at WREC. DM yield 

ranged from 1,350 to 300 lbs/

acre depending on winter annu-

al forage species (Figure 2). 

Jerry oat produced the highest 

DM yield. 

(continued on next page) 



Fall vs. Spring Planting , 

cont. 

 Summary: 

Fall-planted winter annuals 

produce earlier forage in 

spring than spring-planted an-

nuals. Spring-planted winter 

annuals reached harvest stage 

5 weeks later than for fall-

planted annuals at WREC and 

5 to 10 weeks later at SWREC. 

Yield of spring-planted wheat, 

rye, clover, and forage brassica 

was about half or less than for 

their fall-planted counterparts. 

Wheat and rye did not meet 

vernalization requirement on 

spring planting and crimson 

clover and forage rape did not 

reach a harvest maturity by 

the May 25 date.  Based on 

these tests, the best yielding 

winter annual forages for 

spring-plantings appear to be 

winter or spring oat and annu-

al ryegrass. 

Congratulations to BCCD Director David Thompson 

At the annual Arkansas Association of Conservation Districts (AACD)  

meeting February 14, 2018, Thompson was chosen as the Outstanding 

Conservationist—Community Leader.  Through the years Thompson 

has exhibited a strong desire to assist  those in his community; held 

various positions; and been on many boards.  ACCD recognizes and ap-

plauds Thompson for his outstanding work. 



No Till Drills:   

$100.00 deposit-

$10.00/ac ($100.00 a 

day minimum) 

 

Native Grasses 

No Till Drill:  

$100.00 deposit-

$10.00/ac ($100.00 a 

day minimum) 

 

 Smooth Roller:  

$50.00 deposit-

$25.00/day 

 Aerator:  $50.00 

deposit-$35.00/day 

 

Litter/Lime 

Spreader:  $150.00 

deposit-$100.00/day 

($50.00 clean-up) 

 

Food Plot Ma-

chine:  $100.00 de-

posit-   $30.00 / day   

Equipment For Rent 

Products For Sale 

 

2017 Boone County Plat Books:  $40.00 

 

Filter Fabric:  $3.00/ linear foot  (Can be used in heavy use 

areas around water facilities to prevent erosion.  Areas can then be 

covered with rock or gravel.  Great as weed barriers in flower beds 

also!) 

 

Topo Maps of Boone County:  $10.00 each (sold by quads) 

 

Newsletter Ad Space For Sale:  $50.00 a year                                        

     (mailed out 4Xs a year) 

                            One time-one page inserts—$100.00 

 

Protex Pro/Gro Seedling Protectors:          18” tubes, $1.25 each 

                                                      36” tubes,  $2.25 each 

 

Contact the District Office 

at  (870) 741-8600 x. 3 if your 

are interested in renting 

our equipment. 
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Gas-Powered 

Rhino Post/T-

Post Driver:   

$50.00deposit-

$50.00 per day/ 

$75.00 a weekend 

Save a Tree!!! 

Do you have an email address?  Would you like to receive the 

Boone County Conservation District Newsletter electronically?  

Please help us by signing up to receive our newsletter via 

email to help cut costs for printing, postage, and most of all 

conserving our natural resources—TREES. 

Call (870) 741-8600 x. 3 

Or email me at lisa.widner@ar.nacdnet.net 

**We will not share, sell or give your email address to any others. 



Nonprofit 

Organization 
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Boone County 
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Federal Building 402 N Walnut Suite 125 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers.  If you believe you experienced discrimination when obtaining services from USDA, partici-

pating in a USDA program, or participating in a program that receives financial assistance from USDA, you may file a complaint with USDA. Information about how to file a discrimi-

nation complaint is available from the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights.  USDA prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, na-

tional origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex (including gender identity and expression), marital status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic 

information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) If you have any 

questions, please contact the Pro- gram Compliance Team, Civil Rights Division, at (301) 504-2181. 

Brad Matlock 

Vice President, NMLS# 695924 

 

 

 

Poultry Operations Registration Reminder 
The Boone County Conservation District would like to remind all owners of Poultry Feeding Oper-

ations (PFO’s) that the deadline for registration, in accordance with the Arkansas Poultry Feeding 

Operations Registration Act (Act 1060 of 2003), is March 31, 2018.  Boone County poultry produc-

ers can register at the Boone County Conservation District located at 402 N. Walnut, Suite 125, 

Harrison.  There is an annual $10 registration fee per operation, payable to the district.  

Farm Bureau……..the voice of agriculture   
   

 Boone County Farm Bureau 

        110 Industrial Park Rd. 

          Harrison, AR   72601 

         (870) 741-3488 

129 W. Industrial  Park Rd 

Harrison, AR   72601 

brad.matlock@farmcredit.com 

www.myaglender.com 

Toll Free (800) 953-6809 

                 (870 741-2020 

Green Forest (870) 438-4358 

                 Fax (870) 741-5851 

                 Cell (870) 365-5335 


